
 Your attached questions have reference.  
   
Please find below the responses, which are formulated collectively to cover both 
Herman Mashaba’s and ActionSA’s perspectives to the questions posed. These 
responses may be attributed directly to me:  
   

1.   It is simplistic and malicious that Herman Mashaba’s long standing 
outspokenness about illegal immigration, which long pre-dates the 
#PutSouthAfricansFirst movement, can be interpreted as evidence that either 
he or ActionSA were part of a coordinated effort or campaign.  

   

2.   Herman Mashaba’s knowledge of #PutSouthAfricansFirst was based on the 
same information that was within the public domain about the movement. At 
the time of the launch of #PutSouthAfricansFirst, ActionSA would not be 
launched for another 5 months. It is worth noting that #PutSouthAfricansFirst 
staged a march on the day of the launch of ActionSA, 29 August 2020, 
which should further serve to demonstrate that there was no alignment or 
coordination.  

   

3.   Aside from prominent social media accounts that were visibly promoting the 
#PutSouthAfricansFirst movement, neither Herman Mashaba nor ActionSA 
has any understanding who was behind the hashtag.  

   

4.   Neither Herman Mashaba nor ActionSA have been involved in the 
coordination of the #PutSouthAfricansFirst campaign as advanced by the 
organisations or accounts listed. To the extent that Herman Mashaba or 
ActionSA may engage some of the accounts on social media is evidence 
only of their being a shared outspokenness on the subject of illegal 
immigration. There is much content produced from these accounts that both 
Herman Mashaba and ActionSA equally have publicly condemned.  

   

5.   There is no reasonable basis upon which Herman Mashaba or ActionSA’s 
outspokenness on the need to address illegal immigration or the rule of law 
can be assumed to encourage xenophobia or attacks on foreigners. Any 
person who breaks the laws of our country, irrespective of their nationality, 



must be dealt with for a rule of law to prevail. Both Herman Mashaba and 
ActionSA have publicly condemned any form of xenophobia or the taking 
of the law into the hands of citizens as solutions to illegal immigration.  

   

6.   It is illogical and reductionist to conclude that because Herman Mashaba is 
outspoken on illegal immigration, and because there are people who 
espouse xenophobic views on social media, that somehow these two facts 
are interdependent. Herman Mashaba and ActionSA’s views on illegal 
immigration are well documented. They are the subject of policies which are 
publicly available as well as countless public remarks which affirm both our 
position being grounded in the rule of law as well as the condemnation of 
xenophobia. If any individual espouses xenophobia ideas in the name of 
either Herman Mashaba or ActionSA, they do so counter to the long 
established statements and policies of both Herman Mashaba and 
ActionSA.  

   

7.   Both Herman Mashaba and ActionSA have always qualified the position on 
illegal immigration to be about illegality. On numerous occasions both 
Herman Mashaba and ActionSA have publicly criticised the failures of 
Home Affairs to document people who do qualify to be in South Africa in 
terms of our laws. As a matter of fact, both Herman Mashaba and ActionSA 
have disassociated with the content espoused by many of the accounts 
mentioned and have issued public statements condemning xenophobic 
sentiment or actions.  

   

8.   Such a claim is malicious and without foundation. Herman Mashaba was 
the first political leader to speak up publicly about illegal immigration and 
not back down under the pressure of those who sought to curtail the free 
speech of South Africans who spoke about the issue. This was done in 2016 
at a time in which it was neither politically expedient nor popular to do so. 
The position on illegal immigration has been consistent ever since then and 
is grounded in the laws of our country which require people to enter South 
Africa legally and, when here, to obey our laws. It therefore cannot 
reasonably follow that Herman Mashaba’s position on illegal immigration, 
as well as that of ActionSA, arises from expediency. Herman Mashaba’s 
position on the matter pre-dates the events or campaigns of other political 
parties and organisations and the views of both Herman Mashaba and 



ActionSA exist and are communicated without involvement with any other 
person, movement or organisation.    

   

9.   Herman Mashaba and ActionSA’s positions on illegal immigration are 
grounded in the implementation of our laws and the condemnation of 
xenophobia. The notion that advocating for the rule of law in our country, 
while condemning xenophobia, can be blamed for xenophobic violence is 
illogical and malicious. Similarly, agreeing with something that an individual 
says cannot be understood to be supporting everything that an individual 
places on social media. Any person who suggests that Herman Mashaba 
and ActionSA is promoting xenophobic violence, despite these facts, has 
issues with the laws of our country and would prefer to use labels to silence 
South Africans to keep quiet about an important political issue in our 
country. If you seek someone to blame for xenophobic violence, look no 
further that our own national government that has failed to manage our 
borders, failed to document people legitimately in our country and failed to 
protect South Africans and foreigners alike against criminality in our country 
– the confluence of these failures is responsible for the constant threat of 
xenophobic outbreaks in our country.  

   

On a general note, I place on record my view that:  
   

i.your questions are posed as pre-determined conclusions and demonstrate 
how the right of reply has become a formality to this story.  

ii.your questions are premised upon simplistic, reductionist logic where you 
seek to connect two unconnected things/events etc using only timing, 
innuendo and supposition.  

iii.it is illogical to assert coordination with other individuals, campaigns, 
movements or organisations based on isolated social media posts where 
there may be agreement limited to a post.  

iv.you have not provided any evidence to substantiate your claims on which 
comment can be provided.  

   
Kind Regards,  
	  
Michael	  Beaumont	  
National	  Chairperson	  
ActionSA	  


